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By MARION BRINKLEY 

St. Luke’s ~ Episcopal 
Church, located about five 
miles south of Smithfield, is 
the only colonial house of 
worship still standing in Isle 
of Wight County and is the 
oldest Protestant church in 
the nation. 

The model Gothic struc- 
ture, built in 1632, was for- 
merly known as the Old Brick 
Church and it was not until 
1828 that it was named St. 
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Luke’s. 

English builders of the 
church had the _ bricks 
brought over from England. 
A brick with 1632 on it in- 
dicates either the date of 
the beginning of the work or 
the completion. 

The church was originally a 
two-story structure, but in 
the 19th century a third story 
was added. A Norman-type 
tower, which was part of the 
adaptation of the Gothic ar- 
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Nation’s Oldest Protestant Church 


Caring Saved St. Luke’s From Ruins 


chitectural style of European 
cathedrals to the New World, 
was added. Prominent ex- 
terior features are two 
Jacobean ‘‘quoins”’ or stained 
glass windows on the second 
story. 

The interior reveals a 
Gothic tie-beam timber roof. 
Several floors have been 
removed to the present level. 
The pulpit is triple deck. 

Old St. Luke’s barely 


escaped destruction during 


* with 


the Revolutionary War. The 
Parish Bible was placed in 
safekeeping and is still 
preserved. 

The Vestry (the governing 
body of a parish) was 
dissolved in 1777 and for 
nearly 40 years only oc- 
casional services were held 
at Old St. Luke’s. 

Little damage was done to 
the church during the Civil 
War but in 1887 a storm of 
unusual violence occurred 
causing the roof and a part of 
the East gable to collapse. 
The Rev. David Barr, 
minister at Smithfield, raised 
money for repairs which 
were completed in 1894. 

In the late 1940’s it was 
discovered that the foun- 
dations were crumbling and 
walls and_ roof 
weakening. It was feared the 
nation would lose its oldest 
church. 

Henry Mason Day of New 
York, a descendant of one of 
the early settlers, became 
president of the restoration 
and at a cost of $400,000, 
which was donated by many 
interested persons 
throughout the United States, 
the restoration was com- 
pleted in 1957. 

Many handsome gifts have 
been bestowed upon the 
church, one of which-is an 
organ, a rare example of 
English origin circa 1665, a 
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pair of silver wine Kaci 
each bearing the London 
hallmark for the year 1683, 
and a silver chalice of 1660. 

In 1962 the church was 


the National Park Service 
and a plaque was unveiled. 

After 344 years thousands 
of persons are still attracted 
to the special services at St. 


declared a National Shrine by Luke’s during the year. 
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1755 — Joshua Fry and: 
Peter Jefferson’s map of: 
Virginia drawn in 1789 was- 
published, as a map of the- 
most inhabited parts of: 
Virginia. A copy of this map: 
is in the library of William: 


and Mary College,: 
Williamsburg, Va. Pre 
About this time the- 


following ferries were in- 
Nansemond: . 

From  Bascomb’s  to- 
Buckstan’s, over Bennett’s> 
Creek, (1753). : 

From Cofield’s Point to 
Peele’s near Sleepy Tole. - 

From Godwin’s to Benn’ 8.- 
(On Western Branch) 

From Riddick’s to Jor< 
dan’s. (At Suffolk.) ° 

‘owns in Nansemond about: 
1760: 

The Nansemond Town, - 
about gone down. 

Suffolk established in 1742. 

The County Warehouses. 
were Constance’s (1748)5> 
Miller’s (1755); Sleepy Hole? 


(1748), and Wilkinson's: 
(1748). - 
Feb. 28, 1766. -- John- 


Griffith, a Quaker preacher, - 
visited the county and was ats 
Somerton at that time. .? 
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